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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, recent executive actions have re-
sulted in confusion, demonstrations,
and late-night court rulings. Many ex-
ecutive orders have been announced
with little notice, and the American
people have had to wait hours after-
wards to see the text.

Federal agencies have also been
blindsided by these orders. The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security found out
about the President’s immigration or-
ders through cable news. In some cases,
the President himself has been uncer-
tain of what his executive orders con-
tain.

Sir, we mneed transparency today.
Congress has a responsibility to elimi-
nate this confusion and make sure that
executive actions are clear and trans-
parent to all Americans.

That is why I am introducing the Ex-
ecutive Order Transparency Act. This
one-page bill requires that all execu-
tive orders be posted on the White
House website 72 hours before each is
signed. This simple bill is an invest-
ment in a working government, and I
urge all my colleagues to join me.

————

THE MILITARY NEEDS MORE EN-
LISTED MEN AND WOMEN NOT
MORE OFFICERS

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, in Scott Berg’s biography on
Woodrow Wilson, it says that, in World
War I, we had one officer for ever 30 en-
listed men.

President Eisenhower once said we
had too many officers when we had one
officer for every nine enlisted. Now we
have one officer for every 4% to 5 en-
listed. We are almost overrun with re-
tired admirals and generals. This is
very expensive.

President Trump wants to greatly ex-
pand the numbers in our Armed Forces.
If we do, what we need is more enlisted
men and women, not more officers.

I started in the Army as enlisted and
left as a captain, but we simply can’t
afford as many officers as we have
today. We now have 475,000 retired offi-
cers drawing military pensions and
1,500,000 enlisted retirees. These two
million military retirees, and those
near retirement, should be demanding
more fiscal conservatism by the Pen-
tagon, or, in the very near future, we
will not be able to pay our military
pensions with money that will buy
very much.

————

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE ELEC-
TION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to cosponsor H.R. 794, which will
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reauthorize the Election Assistance
Commission until 2022, provide pay-
ments to the States to upgrade the se-
curity of voter registration databases,
and require an assessment of each
State’s voting systems.

Foreign hackers targeted the voter
registration databases in more than 20
States in 2016. Candidate Trump en-
couraged hackers to target his oppo-
nent. He won the election and con-
tinues to cozy up to Russia.

And now, House Republics are mov-
ing to eliminate the EAC, a key force
in combating foreign cybersecurity at-
tacks against our democracy.

“What do you have to lose?”’ can-
didate Trump asked. Try free and fair
elections, Mr. Speaker.

I urge my Republic colleagues to put
country before party and stand up for
American democracy. Stop trying to
suppress minority voters. Support an
independent commission to investigate
Russian meddling in our election.

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH BIRTH-
DAY OF LITTLE RIVER COUNTY,
ARKANSAS

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a milestone for
Little River County, Arkansas. On
March 5, the county will celebrate its
150th birthday.

According to the Encyclopedia of Ar-
kansas, Little River County came into
existence following an act of the Ar-
kansas General Assembly, officially
separating from Hempstead and Sevier
Counties in 1867.

During its century and a half, the
citizens of Little River County have
shown resilience and innovation as
they weathered the Great Depression,
sent its men to fight in World War II,
and grew the local economy in the
years since. In recent years, Little
River County has withstood severe
flooding, but they have come back
strong and resilient.

Little River County is blessed with
natural resources, including forestry,
agriculture, and minerals that all pro-
vide the inputs for manufacturing jobs
that play a big role in the local econ-
omy, and will continue to do so in Lit-
tle River’s next 1560 years.

I am proud to call Little River Coun-
ty part of the Fourth Congressional
District, and I congratulate its citizens
on 150 years of progress.

O 1215
RESIGNATION OF MICHAEL FLYNN

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, Michael
Flynn’s resignation does not close the
book on the administration’s coziness
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with Russia. It confirms the urgent
need for a bipartisan investigation of
Russia’s ties to the Trump administra-
tion and its ongoing influence. It con-
firms the urgent need for the President
to release his tax returns so the Amer-
ican people can see any business ties
that the President has to Russia.

We need a full, independent inquiry
into not just the actions of Michael
Flynn in one conversation with the
Vice President, but the ongoing con-
nections between the administration
and Russia, because the one thing we
know for sure is it doesn’t stop there.
President Trump’s fawning praise of
Putin and the previous resignation of
other aides over their Russian ties
made it clear that this is a problem
that goes beyond General Flynn.

What we have learned over the past
24 hours is that colluding with a for-
eign government or lying to the Vice
President and others is not what
brought Flynn down. It seems that it
was only the disclosure of those lies
that made it untenable for Flynn to re-
main. The White House was apparently
okay with everything until the Amer-
ican people found out.

We need to find out what else the
White House and President Trump
doesn’t want us to know about their
connection to the foreign power that
interfered with our election, and we
need to start today.

———

IT IS THE MEDIA’S CHOICE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the liberal national media have two
choices.

First, they can continue their dis-
like—some would call it hatred—of
President Trump that results in se-
verely slanted coverage. This is the
road to self-destruction. The media’s
credibility has hit a record low, and
the American people soon will stop
looking to them for news.

Or, second, the liberal national media
can start covering President Trump ob-
jectively. This means not portraying
his actions in the worst possible light
but sometimes giving President Trump
the benefit of the doubt. It means giv-
ing his side of the story. It means,
most of all, recognizing that President
Trump represents the legitimate hopes
and fears of millions of Americans.

If the liberal national media con-
tinue to treat President Trump unlike
they would a Democrat, the public will
grow tired of the double standard.

The American people have an innate
sense of fairness, which the media
should not ignore. For their own sake
and for the sake of our democracy, the
media should change their ways.

——
REPEAL WITHOUT REPLACEMENT
WOULD BE DEVASTATING

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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